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Quality schooling matters as
nation-building begins in classrooms

Beyond academics, schools under Lodha Foundation carry the responsibility of
1mparting values, shaping a skilled, responsible and future-ready generation

nation is not built
A in the Parliament or

boardroom alone.
Its most durable founda-
tions are laid in classro-
oms, where young citizens
first learn howto think, qu-
estion, collaborate, and si-
tuate themselves within a
wider society. In that sen-
se, schools are not merely
educational institutions;
they are the mostconsequ-
ential instruments of na-
tion-building.

India stands at a signifi-
cant moment in its deve-
lopmentjourney. Withreal
GDP growth of over 6% in
recent years, the country
is among the fastest-gro-
wing major economies.
However, growth at this
scalecreatesits ownpres-
sure. Labour markets in-
creasingly demand indivi-
duals who can adapt, ana-
lyse, and lead in complex
environments. For deca-
des, public investment in
schooling rightly prioriti-
sed access, leading to
strong gains in enrolment.
Thenext challengeis qua-
litatively different. It is
about what happens once
children are in classro-
oms, not by replicating
what the state does, but
by demonstrating what
purposeful, outcomes-dri-
ven schooling can achie-
ve. This is precisely the
gap that private philanth-
1opy is well-positioned to
address.

EthicalIndividuals

Research shows that the
early and middle years of
schooling shape cognitive
aswell as social and emo-
tional development — tra-
its that strongly influence
long-term outcomes. Eco-
nomist James Heckman's
work estimates that such
skills developed early can
generate annual returns
of 7% to 13%, at times ex-
ceeding returns from pu-
1ely cognitive investment.
India's National Educa-

H (Left) Play shapes cognitive and social development at Lodha Oakwood School; the making of
confident, responsible citizens at Lodha World Schoaol

~~ochools under the Lodha
oundation treat academic

rigour and character
development as
mutually reinforcing
forces.

—~Mahika Shishodia,
Deputy Programme
Director, Genius
Development,
Lodha Foundation

tion Policy 2020 recogni-
ses this explicitly, calling
for education that deve-
lops individuals who are
ethical, empathetic, and
civically responsible,
alongside being academi-
cally capable.

Beyond academics,
schoolscarry theresponsi-
bility of transmitting valu-
es. The Lodha schools ha-

v Bach school day is a small

ehearsal of nationhood, where

children of different backgrounds

vebuilta 'values' program-
me intothe school culture,
introducing one value eve-
1y quarter through daily
circle time, classroom
pledges, and community
outreach.
Nation-building is of-
ten framed through large
actions —policy decisions,
economicreforms, institu-
tional changes. However,

discover that what they
share is greater than
what divides them.
—Antara Sengupta,
Programme Lead,
Genius
Development,
Lodha Foundation

it is built in everyday ex-
periences of learning spa-
ces, in values practised
and lived. Schools desig-
ned with this in mind are
truly creating a genera-
tion of learners who beco-
me the best versions of
themselves, with a ‘seva
bhaav' deeply entren-
ched, something no policy
reform caninculcate.




